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By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN.
NLESS Emperor Willlam ‘with-
l l draws from the position which
he has taken up In eonnection
with his threat to sink without warn-
Ing all merchant ships, neutral and
belligerent alike, venturing within
what ho is pleased to call the “zonea”
of hix submarine operations In the At-
lnmtle and the Mediterranean he will
liave the entire world In arms agaipst
Germany and her three allles. "His
menace, it must thoroughly be under-
gtood, applies not only Yo neutral ves-
xols bound for enemy ports but also to
neutral shipping on lts way from one
neutral port to another, It Is equiva-
lent to an undertaking to murder any
ong found on the high seas and creates
suoh an altogether intolerable situa-
tiom as to excite t1 indignation even
of those very few itral Powers that
have hitherto bee -egarded as dis-
posed to favor tii. Central Powers
rather than those of the Entente,

Thus Teuton influences at the court
of Blockholm and In military, Indus-
trial and financial circles In Sweden
were until last Christmas so pro-
mownced that to converse In English In
publle In any of the principal Bwedish
citles nhd towns was to Invite insult,
Yot Bweden has Jolned with Denmark
ond Norway In presenting to the
Kalser one of the most strongly worded
protests that have been handed to him
sinee he proclaimed his new subma-
ring® policies,

Even China has communicated to
him an official expression of her Indig-
nation and has threatened to break off
diplomatic relations with Germany un-
less he recedes from the position
which he has taken up. Inasmuch as
there Is no Chinese shipping that s
likely to come within the radius of the
aones Indicated by the Kaiser, the mes-
sage addressed to him by the Pekin
Government requires some expiuna-
tion. In threatening Emperor Willlam
with the expulsion of all his diplomatic

and consular agents in China the Pres-
ident of this immense Oriental repub-

He has in mind the fact that much, if |

not most, of the shipp!ng plying be-

twean }ur ustern ports and Europe |

is mannced by Chinamen. Then too
Pekin wishes lo place itself on record
aa being vigorously opposed, on
grounds of modern civilization and hu-
manity, to the savage methods of mar-
itime warfare Inaugurated by the
Kaiser,

This impending break between China
and Germany, which ls of course heing

actlvely fostered by Japan and the |

ather Powers of the Entente, will work
Incaloulitbie damage to Germany in its
moril a= well as In it economic ef-
fects, The expulsion of the diplomatic
and consular ngents of the Kalser in

Chinik will denl & wellnigh mortal blow |

to Teuton prestige not only through-
ot the length and breadth of the for-
mer Middle Kingdom, but also in the
furthest confines of Asin. Moreover, it
will frustrate all the plans mado by

the Germans for the resumption of her |

trade in China after the closa of the
war, China leing probahly the richest
merket of westerd commerce and In-
dustiry in all the wide world. China's
anger, therefore, against Germany over
this question of submarine warfare
cannot be lightly regarded st Berlin,
nnd If seoffed at possibly by Emperor
William s certain to be taken very
striously by the great merchant and
manufacturing interests in his domin-
ions,

If China has heen thus fur the only
newtral ower to notify Germany of
her intention to follow the example of
the United Stutes In severing diplo-

matle and consular relutions with the |
Is becwuse the |

Perlin Government, it
others are anxious to avoldd, if humanly
possible, actual hostilitles with Ger-

many. Holland and the three Seandi-

Panie by FREWANY

The Queen Mc;ther. Maria
Christina.

navian kingdoms have before thelr
eyes the fate of Delglum and of Iu-
manin, to whom the Powers of the
Entente failed to glve adeguate or
timely protection against Teuton in-
wvasion, with all its attendant frightful-
ness. Denmark, Norway and Sweden,
as well as Holland, have every reason
to fear that in the event of the Kalser
invading their territories the help of
the Powers of the Entente would prove
| Inadequate to save them,

It is true that Holland has mobilized
her entire army for defonsive purposes,
But this does not prevent the fact that
| the Kaiser has massed a quarter of a
million men on the weakest portion of
the Duteh border ready to invade the
Netherhinds at the very first indieation
of Queen Wihelmina's resolve finally
to throw In her lot with the Powers of
the Entente, There are many Indeed
who belleve that he will not wailt for
the Queen to khow her hand but will In
the near future suddenly pour his
armies over her borders without any
warning, as he did in the case of Hel-
! glum, consclous of the fact that onece
{mrthe possession of Holland and of the
Dutch ports on the North Sea, he will
find himsell . much more advantage-
ously  situated to strike at  Great
Britain and to impede access to lan-
don and to other seapurts of the cast-
ern coast of England.

With regard (o Bpaln conditions are
different. EBhe has little or nothing to
fear from a German invasion. In fuct
Germany has since the beginning of
the war sunk so much of her merchant
shipping that she could not do very
much more harm if she were actunlly |
at war with Spaln. If Spain Is deter-
mined to remiin aloof from any actual
participation In the fray as long as she
cun do so consistently with her na-
tionul dignity and self-respect, it s
| largely due to considerations of hu-
| manity. Now that the ['nitéd States

has severed all official relations with
Germany, Epaln remains the one neu-
tral 'ower of the first rank possessed
| of sufficlent Independence to be able
to muke her volee heard at Berlin in
the Interests of humanity and of civi-
ligation, As 1 have polnted out nbove,
the Sandinavinn kingdoms, the Netl
erbinds and Switzerland

Premier Count Alv

posed to the peril of German Invasion,
and this to such an extent as to impalr
their freedom of actlon.

Spaln suffers from no such danger
and can therefore speak In more cer-
tain tones, Bhe has under her care
the intercsts of almost all of the
Powers of the Entente In Germany
and in Austria as well na at Stamboul,
1t 1s she who now alone {8 permitted
t exerclse any of the much needed

Cindependent supervision of the treat-

ment in Germany and In Austria of
the prisoners of war, military s well
a8 oivillan, and it is through her that

tiie Powers of the Entente ure still en- |
ibled to make communications to the |

Central  Powers that are
even among belligerents,
Bince the beginning of the war Al-
fonsa X111, his Government and his
peaple, have taken the lead in all hu-
manitarian work connected with the
strugele.  Every hit of this humani-
larian work woulil necessarily  cense
and have to be abandoned f Spain

NECessary

«are all ex- | found herself compelled to join in the

GLIMPSES OF SOME RARE

By HARRY ESTY DOUNCE.

E are urged to feed the birds,
W a cold weather charity
pretty enough and one of
light expense, but unhappily in most
cases misdirected. For unless relent-
ing Dives knows rather more among
fowls than a hawk from a hand saw,
Lagarus will be the gamin English
sparrow, u feathered rat, who may be
counted on to feed himself through
any winter famine, and bids falr In
time to divide with the starling the
évinn place In the ecconomy of this
continont,

Feeding such  wretches s like
throwing dimes into the sidewalk
“Nopper’s” cap. (ood s done only
to the self-esteem of the bountiful.
Bparrowa and starlings demerit an

artiele by themselves; another might |

e written about & worthy gulld of
all year restdents, Chlokades, Nut-
hateh, Downy Woodpecker & Co., who
can be fed without encouraging pi-
rinhs, provided you understand thelr
ways and specinl needs. But in this
cpoch of hird olubs 50 many people
do understand that the chiickadee and
lilg cronles nre certnin nlmost any-
where In the tree planted suburbs to
find a wise friend and suet near his
window s,

More Intercsting, n= pleturesquencas
und rarity malke Interest, are a dozen
winter visitunts, culled by sclence uc-
vidental, from the north., Most of
these come, ns it srems, without law
or, reason. When or whera he will
sight them next nobody cun bhe sure.

The kinglet,
raw and ot}

ra nre dependable, hardy

punuals. The Jesy dependable snow-| hood, but all were good for sore oy, | ours, s Cooper's hawk,

Make follows a  sputhward moving

wtorm, exceyt when he does pot.  But

the Junca, the tree njmr-|
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ROLE OF PEACEMAKER MAY FALL TO KING OF SPAI

aro de Romanones.

conflict, Thousands of Inmates of
prison ‘camps In Germany have been
invalided into Switzerland through the
agency of King Alfongo, or else ex-
changed, while the official
show that the bureau which hie has or-
ganized In his palace at Madrid for the
search for missing officers and soldiers
of the rival armies and for tho relief
of those who are recovering from
wounds ln captivity has handied since
December, 1014, over 600,000 letters, all
the heavy expenses in connection with
this essentially philanthrople under-
tnking being defrnyed by the privy
purse of Don Alfonso,

Smuall wonder, then, that the Alcades

of the principal ecitles and towns of

! Spuin assembled last month at Madrid

and proceeded In a deputation to the
royul palace to express 1o their sover-
eign their profound admiration for his
humanitarian labors and to beg of him
in the name of the enlire natlon to ac-
| copt and to weur the Grand Cross of
| the Itoyal veder of Benevolenes, which
was founded some SiXty or seventy

7 to go aad go, choosing agreeable walks
through Ukely country, Soconer or later
he will meet you; if he dees not, an-
other as thrilling may; at least you
form the habit of a country hike.

I realize I should be no success ut
commuting from good Hird ground. |
Bure as fate some morning, hurrying |
to the 7:150 and a mliilon dollar ap-
pointment, [ should catch the llsp of
Bohemlan waxings in the junipers, and
then it would be all off—no million, a
telephoned lie about unexpected ar-
rivals and an aching consclence for
the remalnder of the day,

Meanwhile the best nse T know of
for a Sunday is to follow a certaln
path, skirting the Irving couniry on
the north, from Scarborough by the
| river to a hospitable hilltop overlook-
Ing Pocantleo Lake. It climbs three
I wooded ridges and crosses a swale and
| & hrook; also, I fear, a private estate |
or two. But surely the gates and stiles
denote an easement, a right of way,
acknowledged by the landowners to
lords of all outdoors,

Here, provided you get the right
path (one wrong one s sentried by a
| elnmorous Jap butler, another by a

Mr. HBull—Holsteln, paradoxionlly
who chuarges you more than intrusion
lis really worth), you may drink the
alr and lsten to the silence, not in-
frequently catching a glimpse of some
rare winter bird, [ cannot remember
drawlng a total Glank, for one rare |
| Wrdless day there was o deer, a wild, |
| free, ten point huck—"whut the devil
| was he doing in that valley ?” —ut gaze
| between me nind the naked woods that
laced the orange sunset, Apaln, i weok
BEo, there were blueblrds (n some one's
garden and song sparrows perking
along by an lee bound rill, and the
week hefore there were meadow larks
None of these summer familiars was
| madly anachronistic In the nelghbor-

| with the winter young,
|

| their tribe.

| basely
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TORS AND HOW TO
[lt Is Necessary to Distinguish Between the Worthy and Unworthy, but the
Effort May Lead to Some Charming Acquaintances

round a brush-#lind turn and foundgree, prized even above their cousin, ) ing sesds as hang the nadungo, or ash |sibly tl
myself directly under his perch in althe wicked peregrine—and he, by the | leaved maple,

|
|

|
l

King Alfonso of Spain, .
|
. ¥ears ago by his grandmother, Isabella
1., for the reward and official recogni-
tion of philanthropy. Alfonso, how-
ever, declared In reply that It would
| mot be fitting for him to adorn himself
with any such order of merit, that|
whatever credit there was for human!- |
tarian work done at Madrid belonged
| not to himself but to his people—to the
| entire Spanish natlon, He added that
| he would endeavoer to meet their
!t wishes by awarding the inslgnia of the |
order In question to the standard url
| the regiment that Lore his name with
the obhject of associating his fellow
countrymen Iin any recognltion for the
work done by Bpain in behalf of the
wounded and vietims of the rival bel-
ligerent Powers In the present war,

The impartiality with which he has
peformed this ohilanthrople work has
been prdfoundly appreciated abroad
amuong the nationa of the Entente, by
the gpovernments and by the people—
but in Germany by the people dlone.
His refusial to give his adhesion to
any premature efforts In behalf of
peace, and the discretion and tact
which he has displayed {n this connec- |
tion, have ereated a degp Impression, |
and we find the leading newspapers In
Germany and in Ausiria, as well as
those of France ard Great Hrpitain,
pointing to him as better qualified than
uny one else—especially since Prost- |
dent Wikon has broken off relations
with Berlin—to aasuma the role of
mediator In bringing the present war
to a close and as an arbitrator of the
differences between the rival groups
of Powers at the congress of peace
which s to follow the conclusion of
the strugkle.

It has heen urged that the congress
tor the determination of the conditlons
of peace should assemble at Madrid
urder the presidency of Alfonso XI11,
who, It is claimed, has never raised
his volee save to mitigate the horrors
of war, It (s idle to deny that lis
eountrymen are intensely gratified by
the idea, In the fulfilment of which
Jthey see revival of the old time!

Thoe male, a gorgfous

| rines,

| marines

- houses,

Yet the Very Fact That Spain May Be the Last of
the Great Neutrals Imperils the Safety of
the Country and Its Ruler

Romunones, at a public banquet last |

| glories of Spaln, when she eccupled the | vieinity, and the documents found on
| foremost rank among {he great Powers | them enabled the police to pay domi-
L of the universe. Indeed, his Ministers | ciliary visits to Madrid, where abun-
| have glven publie expression to their | dant evidence waa found to bring the
 matisfaction, and the Iremler, Count | ¢rime home to German agenis.

1 need only point out that were any-

| month at Madrid luid stress on the thing untoward to happen to Don

faot that Spain alone was in u position | Alfonso at the present moment such

at the proper moment to ralse a volce lan amount

of confusion would result

of concllintion, and that her king, in'ln Spaln as to prevent her from elther
view of the prestige which he had ac- | declaring war upon Germany or bring-

mediator between the combatants,
Now these) pleasurable and gratifying

| quired, was destined to become the | Ing any A
| Herlin and \Vienna,
| parent, the Prince of the Asturlas, s

presdure whatsosver to bear at
For the helr ap-

" ] p 14 have be-
nticlpations of Spaln will coma to|but 10 years old, and wou
:nu;hl in the event of King Alfonso fore him a minority of six years. There

being compelled to have recourse lo|

| extremities through the Increased de- |

struction of Spanish life and property
on the high seas by German subma- |
His Government has penned a |
veary strong note of remonstrance in |

ply .to the Kaiser's threats to sink
unwarned all Spanish and other neu-
tral shipplng found in the forbldden
gones, The Spanish rncote was so VIE- |
orously worded, indeed, ae™to leave
King Alfonso no alternative save that |
of declaring war upon Germany nndl
upon her anllies in the event of its he-
ing disregarded. And In view of this|
contingency all the military and navalw
forces of the kingdom are now in
procese of mobilization.

Alfonso XITI. will energetically de-
fend his people, both at home and
abroad and on sea as well ag on lund,
even if it costs him his prospects of
becoming the mediator in bringing the
war to a conclusion and the arbitrator |
in mettling the conditions of peace. |

and high spleited people. These are |
characteristica which are to be found

not only in the highest in the land but

ulgo among the poorest, even among

the very bheggara and tramps, Alfonso
knows hix fellow countrymen well and

gppreciates entirely that they would

never forgive either himself or his dy- |
nasty were he to sacrifice national re-

spect, honor and dignity In order to

avert war and to retain his candidacy

as chief mediator and arbitrator in the

negotiations for the restoration 6f
peace,

A very general Impresslon has
sprung up within the last week or ten
days that Spain will be compelled to
follow the United States, at any rate
to the extent of breaking off diplo-
matic relations with Germany, within

| Alfonso has iwo brothers-in-law.

| wmelon of

i The Spaniardsare nn essentinlly proud |

the next few days, and that she will be |

at war with Germany before the end
of the month. This I& due not alone
to the certainty of Epanish ships being
sunk without warning by Teuton sub-
In accordance with the
Kaiser's threat, but also to the alto-
gether intolerahle activities in Epuin of
the ngents of the Berlin Government,
Thers has been much destruction of
life and property in the Peninsula hy
Germans with the object of preventing
wiar supplies from reaching the na-
tlons of the Entente. But not content
with endeavoring to blow up ware-
mines and munition works,
they have been guilty of severnl ni-
temptz upon the lle of Don Alfonso
and of his 'remier, Count Romanones,
because of their refusal to how to-the
will of the Kalser, communicated
through his Ambassgdor, Prince Max
Hohenlohe, the most arrogant member
of the diplomatic service of Prussin.
Thus on the very duy of the receipt
nt Madrid of the Kalser's note on the
suibject of his submarine plracy, when
Ring Alfonso in response (o 4 hurried
summons was hastening back to Ma-
drid from the castle of San Luchar it
Granadn,. where e
with the Duke of San Pedro, two large
bombs  heavily lJoaded with  nitro-
glyveerine were digcovered just before
the arrivad of the roval speclal fast-
ened to the ralls at polnts where,
owing to the stoepness of the lofty ome-
bankment, any deratlment would have
resulted in the probable death of every
one oo board
Several men were arrested in the

M

w farmer's son and helr knows

Iwtter than that to-day. This wax-

wilil cherry. Often one chances thus | by, Is our duckhawk, whom you prob- | arrangement in gold, olive, jet and | Wing his o near relative, the Bohe-

on birds of prey. As a rule they fly.
Either the goshawk was tired after
hia journey from the north, or he was
digesting a fowl tougher than most.
He made a charming plcture; the ghay
ot him shone like smoked pearl; the

rdelicate markings of flanks and Nags
|4t the distance were sharp as print, I

looked my fill, then tossed up my cap,
and ldly, rather nonchalantly, he
wifted himself ten yards to the top of
another tree, where he Ignored me al-
together,

Goshawks are abhout the worst of
No one ever heard of a
goshuwk dolng a generous act. And
we owe the agriculturist something. 1
tell-told that one, who ocalled
his aon, who went forth gun In hand,
1 watched,

Son had been a Boy Scout some-
where, No deer slayer could have
been more scientific; the stalk he made
simply reeked with campfire lore, e
“took advantage of cover'—aof most of
the cover hetween his home and Ogsin-
I, Had he stopped to think he would
have dug himself nlong by a zlgzag
trench.  The goshawk was very pa-

'tient, bul twenty minutes of this got

on his norves, and away he flew, long
before shotgun contact could have
been established,

He Is still around the furm, and the
boy Is still stulking, T iImagine,

The goshowk s the larger of two
of one
our dainty |
The other edition, also

salling
sharpshin,

privateer,

There are four big hawks, or, better, |

Two or three accldentu] visitants | ghers §s one true fulcon with four |

the evening grosbeak comes one year | can, f near your premises, be allured | puces, dwellers over the tundras sl |

Ly thousands, the next by dozena, the
nest perhaps not st sl and for aught
thut i konown he comes the whole
distance from the Cansdlan northwest
or the bhorderlng States.  Extremo low
temperntures there or falling  food
Fupply, or hoth, may In time reveal
wome principle governing his wander-
Ingx,

When you ko forth to meet such a
ehanee celebrity s this all the odds
S0 pERGel your dodnge B, even though
some ane bhias told you whore he was
Blugip g

1o w feeding station.
different or shy., A few are attracted |
| fast enowgh to poultry yurds, but the
| poultry farmers, sordid men, seem not

to want them there. Personally 1 ean

Imagine no rural oceupation pleasantey
| than raising nice fat pullets, for the
!sake of having a distingulshed gos-
| hnwlk about my home, Coshawks this
I\'\Inll'!' are down on us in some foree,
(One hounts the crest of a ridge near
{that puth, where he hog o communding

view of o nunnery of white Leghorns, |

s

Boveral are in- | ground the cap of the earth, which |

come within the st of the necldental
winter visitants, | name them hero
only for the jJoy of I, so rarely sre |
they reported in this State that the
capture of one makes ornithological |
history, They are the gyrifalcons, told
upart by thelr color grudes from white
to bluckish, The American Museum |
of Natursl History has heard: of a
gyrfnleon  killed this  winter  on
Fisher's Island

In fuleonry days only earls or nohles |

& the day beture. The thing I”L The theot time 1 saw him | t'dllu'inn::ht posvess these Lirds of high de- | are sumach heads, und such tardy fall-

ably know. If you don't the fault is
yours, for he nests along the Pallsades
nand even ralds over the cily some-
times and dines on plgeon. I have seen
him glrike one down to the rcofs near
Union Square,
Another murderous

who favors the shore hecause of his
tiste for ducks. This sllent ghost, at
home whers bears nnd hares and foxes
and finches and grouse and the land-
senpe are white, accounts for a lot of
gnme, but does the farmer no con-
gistent Injury.

He sees perfectly well by day and
knows more about the care of his
health than I, for one, have eaver
known about wooderaft. Snowy owls
are barred and spangled, exoept n few
nearly Immaculate. Once there wns n
specimen  wsooly gray. A farmer
brought him to an ornithologist, who
washed him clean again;

owl had been roosting in an active

chilmney, his dlsgulse wns past ynder- |

standing,
Coming
The

to mors peaceabla birds:
evening  grosheak, mentioned
above, |5 one of the fine sensations.
How long he has been visiting us
wuthorities cannot say. There was a
memorable flight in 1800-91; since
then evening grosbeaks hiave been
frregularly reported.

In the last few winters, with the
cult of the opera glass grown so large,
records have been fairly numerous
A vear ago they amounted to another
flight. At present the hirds are agaln
attracting much attentlon.

A serious drumatic critic has pub-
lished u passionate poem about some
of them. 1le sang they had “rosy
bosoms."  Tifty birdists told him they
hadn’t. 1le rejoined, with feeling. that
he knows evening grosheaks by heart,
is in facet their basom friend,

Against @& sunset they look rory, he
explained. In my own walks nll things

chrome. Not even Pocahontas would
hive a rosy
stunces.
prose,
What the grosbeaks like, au naturel,

But then—1 wrile no license

winter guest |
oftener met with (s the big snowy owl,

unless the

bosom In such circum- |

Jnlu..utit'n:.:. him with your wirgun, DPose

| snow, lights up a scene llke a toreh.!
| The female Is a qulet symphony in |
! grays, with accents of black and white. |
| The “gross” beak 1s always consple-
Uous,

They resemble more than a little |
the hawfinch of the old countries; how |
strongly 1 realized In Syracuse last
year, when we had a flock for weeks
about the German part of the oity, and |
many & good old soul ecstasized over
the blessed hirds remembered from her |
youth, The dullest passerby remurked |
| the flock, whenee to ma It looked prob |
,able that their winter incursions ac- |
I tually are a recent phencmenon, dating |
since the clearing of the northern
middls West. Had they been comiug
much through the 'é0m and ‘70s orni-
thologists would surely have heard
tulle of It,

The pines grosheak belongs north too,
but nearer, and it has Leen known
for n century that the winter Is ex-
| ceptional In which he s not widely
ohserved. Another big, confiding, quiet
fellow—ald male rosy, others, flyve to
his one or more, Quakerish grav. lLerss
prone than the evening when here
to drift Into our suburhs.  Often, de-
pending on slmilar fond, lie Mocks with
the two smualler crosshills, one of
which, the American, appears In al-
| most iny reglon where evergreen cones
| are found, and up State at almost any
| time.

Hut the white winged crosabill would
bo an acquaintance to boast. Ho has
| been known to stray as far south as
| Washington. On the other hand, for
this winter the museum hous oo loval
| tidings of him.
| There {8 a pretty German legend,
| Englished In verse by Longtellow or
|I|umt! one, that sparrows tugged al the
| nadls on Calvary and twisted thelr bills
L end dyed themselves with the blood, to
| their everlusting distinction. Tlowoyver
! that may be, crossed mandibles are the

very tool (o dissect a cone for its seeds, I

; I see aguinst sunsets ure wilful enough | and unless you happensd to cateh the
| to look black, or a shadowy mono- | characteristic fight call the fuliim:k

| cone meales nnder a tree would gulde |
you to a feeding fMock. |
| If you were brought up In the roun-

try the cherry bird was known 10 you

Possibly you obliged the farmoer

l

by

mian, who reaches s onee in a pink
moon from the Canadian forest.
Personally, and HKe many another
bird!gt who has more time for the
Eobby, 1 hinve yet 1o #ee the Boheminn
wiuxwing alive. When I do 1 shall
know him by plumage of a cooler tone
by certain white and lemon checks on

Courtesy Natlonal Association of Awlub

had been staying '

AKE FEEDING THE
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would be an Inevitable contest for the
regency between Queen Ena, who s of
English birth and symapthies, and her
mother-in-law, Queen Christina, who
ng n Hapsburg and a sister of the
Austrian  Generallssimo naturally
Jenns toward the Central Powers. KJI'(I;
these one, the Infant Fernando, who
makes his home at Madrid, is by birth
the reigning house of
Bavarin and Intensely pro-German,
while 2he other, the Infant Carlos,
married en gecondes noces to Princess
Loulse of France, sister of the Dukes
of Orleans and of Montpensier, is natu-
vally heart and soul for France and

her allles. The contest for the renm‘.y.'

or rather 1 should say the quarrels in
connection therewith, would lead to all
sorts of politioal intrigues and disturb-
unces, which would leave Spain wholly
powerless 1o play any role whatsoever
in, the afairs of Furope in thls: the
grontest crisls of its history. Under
the circumstances it will be readily, dn-
derstood that King Alfonso's life just
at present is more than ordinarily
precious to his people.

Av nn Hlustration of the boldness of
the German officlals in Spian and of
thelr insulting disregard for the sov-
ereignty of the King and of his Gov-
c¢rnment | may mention that for some
time past the German consuls at Bar-
colona, Bilboa, Santander, Cadiz, Car-
tagena and other Spanish ports have
been granting so-called safe conduct
to Spanish merchant ships, pretending
to secure them ngdinst being sunk
or cuptured by German submorines in
the Mediterranean or on the Atlantie.
They have been charging for these
,afe conducts at the rate of $100
aplece, under the heading of inspectiomr
feee, and an add!tional rate of 206 cents
a ton on the registered tonnage of the
ship. The money thua extorted was
nothing more nor less than blackmail,
and in one instance at Valenciu the

German Consul wafter recelving and|

pockeling his §100 fee for inspection
declined to give a sale conduct on the
ground that the orunges whirh con-
stituted the cargo were wrapped in
paper besring a stamped portrait of
Quesn Ena, the Consul objecting to the
Queen of Spain on account of her
English hirth,

Last montl o wireless message from
AMudrid to Deriin was Intercepteid by

the wireless station on the summit of |

the Eiffel Tower at Paris and woas at
onee communiciated by the French
Crovernment to the Spanlsh Ambussa-
for transmission to Madrid. It
was nothing more nor less than an
appeal from Prince Max Hohenlohe 10
his Government @t Berlin for more
money in onder to “intensify™ the work
of the Spanish press in favor of Ger-
many and to bring about the fall of
the Cubinet of Count Romanones.
The arvival of this extraordinary mes-
sage #t Muadrid colncided there with
the appearance in La Naclon, a Ger-
mian Nnanced and German controlled
newspaper, of an interview with the
Gertnan Ambassador in wlhich he de-
clured that the sinking of Spanish
ships Ly German submarines was “'a

dor

severe amd much needed lesson for
Spain, whom lie had “repeatedls
wartied not o wllow  herself 1o lee

drugevid dnto
war." e
il the m

trading In contraband of
added that b was
e timely owlng 1w the fact

the wings, and perhaps by his larger
s=ize, though the =ize of g hird ix de-
ceptive through the air. There I8 also,
I'm told, n difference in his conversa-

“ton

No Dohemian waxwings have hwen
reported hereabout in several seasons,
Whaever olserves them must let the
fier be known, ahd should offer proof,
g photograph It poasible; the duy
uf sheuting rarities 18 past.

There I8 no use consuming white
paper to deseribe the threa toed wood-
PO RO TS You won't see any; scurcely
i o putient lifetime nuly you expect

one unless you have the sense

American Crossbill,

|

that the Premier, Count Romanofes,
waa “bound to the Powers of thy
Entents by material interests,” tha:
is to say that he had parmitted himaet
to ba bribed by the Allles

S0 Intense was the Indignat‘es
caused by these attacks on the Prs.
mier, which were a matter of publ,
discussion in the Cortes, that Coypy
Romanones consldered |t necessary 1o
tender the resignation of his Cabine:
to Don Alfonso, who, however, as wyy
to be expected, assured him of hig or.
tire confidence, and Legged him gny
his fellow Ministera 1o remain |,
officee This action of the Iing way
subsequently indorsed with enthusiosm,
by an overhelming majority in s
Cortes, where Republicans and Cop.
servatives of every closs uniteq |y
pledging their support to the Libera
Administration untll the end of the
war, so thut the nation could pressnt
& united front to any foreign fos,

Prince Hohenlohe has persistent],
Intrigued with the political adveranr|ey
of the administration, in order to om.
barrass it, to frustrate its aims and 1o
discredit It in the eves of the people.
But all that he has achleved has bean
to reconclle, for the time belng, the
varfous elements of the Spanish onpo-
#itlon to Count Ilemananes, They Lave
not only agreed to abstain frem mak-
(Ing any inquirles or icaugurating any
debates which might be embarrassing
to the King and to the Premier, but
also to postpone untll after tho war
the debates on the legislative pro.
gramme of the Government, content.
Ing themselves with voling, not mere)y
the ordinary budget, but the additional
supplies required by the State for puy.
poses of naval and military defencs.

Prince Holienlohe, indeed, Instead of
keeping Spain out of the war, has
brought it much nearer to partlelpa-
| tion therein, and whercas two yoars
Inzo the country would have been NOTY
| divided about drawing the sword
|aguinst the Central Powers, secing that
there are no less than 100,000 Germans,
| many of them reservists, at present in
| the peninsula, the people will now, |7
| necessary, enter upon the frav on tha
side of the Allles as an ahsolutely
united nation.

TURKS CHANGE CALENDAR,

ﬁ NOTHER step toward the yep of

one calendar for the entire world
was taken recently  when
Turkey adopted the Gregorian calen-
dar Of the countries of Europe only
Ruesia and Greece have yet to adopt i,
Bince 1582, when the use of this
|calendar was ordained by Pope (ireg-
jory X111, its employmen Iween
| steadlly  increasing At Hirst
Catholle natlops of Europe yseid it The
first non-Cntholic eountries to aidops
woere the Nethervlands and Denpng
The Protestants  of  Germiuny  aml
Switzerland adopted it In 1700, 1*us
| Al likewise in 1778, Groat Brituin

1752 and Ireland in 1782,

| Untl now Turkey has used ol
I.\i-ulr;nmnw!:m citlendar, which J= s
[ employed In other Tshomitic conntes

| This calendar has o lunar yeur of 201
|daye, divided into twelve npos<h. f

|twenty-nlne and thirty iy~
| Eleven times in every evile of thin
'venrs o day {x added at the viul of t
year.,

The only other calendar that I« e |
Ito any considerable extent iy 1o
nnd this continent is the nll 1
lunar syvatem. With a very frw
ceptions it {s employed for tising
dutes of Jewlsh religlons alservano
A greuat muny forelgn Jows nlen e

Wi

It to reckon birth amd death unnl-
| versaries,

The Jewish calendar emplovs o veas
of twelve lunar months of qliernat
twemtyv-nine and thirty duys. Toom

cyele of nineteen years the thy

cighth, fourteenth, seven Mt |
nineternth vears have | il f
o vorreet the differo: o We

ysolir and the lunar vous

A CHARIT

]lo taka summer vacations thir
the forests where they breed
You report ones here, In Central e
for Instance, then either were von bt
under *lavish stars, or the promlsys
child of Mark Twain's friend I
Trovato. 1 saw mine where {t i ¢
count as a record. That was the vod
of July, the place a little forest stren

v

= ol

meundering to Georglun Bay, e !
perfection, golden, stiil and wa?
that shimmer on the vclou 4

which means night will Lo tona o
There had been deer In the mom ne

wround each beml Thero had
white winged crossbiils, wiol
grouse, blg bronze frogs on wind
y whose hadunehes went woll o 14
We lunched at 4 pool a .
marshy moadow, catidiol w

and apruce, and here '
| after eating came w palr of |
| three toes, plaving some g&rs
of Lig—up one ree Lo gts
frond and down throush !
|lh|\ next.
A bird day to minried W
white stone. Only —we wer
world w month and 1
or slx miles down
from Toronto, ténde!
stopped us for o
casually, as an diotie Jove
thunderbolt, asked \
whether England ool oent
wir, ¥ = @

What it

versity  thoe

W

s
mists

Incks in comfor
winter bhipdine

Ly Adventurou
tever Know when o

the  aeeidental o |
plain, it

L gyrfalenn Bhakespears by
And then vou get more of !
zing glimpseg-—~the hirils
wing afar, In tricky leht
for anght you know have bed

Vol

T

Shelley 50 to

species. Yon don't peport them, |1
it you do remember them o

1 shinll elways hink |
smoew on the ITudson from o v
ddw—n smew, un ol worll v
never taken in the Unjted st
cept by Audihon ance, amnd Ao

wis a poet, in his own fas!
Hkeller that 1 s=aw the Sha! £
Nevert heless

o my  private "t
thar bobbirg spot of wlhil
Fwaves will He a smew forever N
jenn take him from me. or call

hallnelnation, T sm ol '
|
| iper on Emews Lo the 1°

| seareh SBovlety
And to me he lg warth o
Lnctual travsating th =mew

In & smuseum.




